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         ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

                                                     SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2005

Please mark your calendar for our annual  membership meeting on February 20, 2005 : 

 Follow the signs off of C-25 North of Weirsdale to the Lake Weir Kiwanis Club – Legions Beach hall.   A light complimentary lunch will be served starting at 12:00 noon.  The membership meeting will start at 1:30p.m..  At this meeting we will be electing  the  new Board of Directors for the coming year.  Members are encouraged at this meeting to bring to the boards attention their concerns and what they would like for the board to address this new year.  PLEASE share with us at this meeting what you feel we can do to help save our great lake for generations to come.

MEMBERSHIP:

Your dues must be current in order to vote at this meeting or receive newsletters and/or bulletins.  Annual dues are only $5.00 per person per year or $100.00 for a Lifetime membership.  Enclosed for your convenience is a return envelope and form for you to fill out .   Please indicate on your membership form if you would like to be on the board of directors  or a committee, also furnish your e-mail address.  We would like for all persons that are concerned about the future of Lake Weir to become members.  Invite your 

neighbor to become a member and bring them to the meeting.  LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR NEW MEMBERS TO COME TO THE MEETING.  JUST FILL-IN THE APPLICATION  ALONG WITH YOUR DUES  FOR 2005 AND EITHER MAIL IT IN OR BRING IT WITH YOU TO THE MEETING.  (note: All members receive dues notices, Lifetime members should ignore the notice, but can use notice to change address if applicable)

YOUR 2005 DUES ARE NOW DUE:

A membership form and addressed envelope enclosed for your convenience, or bring to annual meeting on February 6, 2005.
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GUEST SPEAKER

Albert Royster will be our guest speaker for the annual meeting.  He is an environmental specialist at the Volusia County Health Dept.  He has been involved with the Watershed Action Volunteer Program established by St. Johns Water Management District for the past four years.  Through this program he speaks to schools, groups and organizations concerning ways to help protect vital resources throughout the District’s 18 county service area.

ELECTIONS:
As stated in the by-laws, three seats on the SLW Board of Directors shall be filled by election each year (for a three year term) at the annual meeting.  The following is a list of nominees for the upcoming term 2005 to 2008.

VACANT SEAT                                    NOMINEE
AT LARGE                                  JANE SANDS (*)
OCKLAWAHA                            PHYLLIS SHARPE (*)

WEIRSDALE                               RENEE GOLDMAN (*)

(*) current board member

Other nominations from the floor will be accepted.  Members in good standing (dues paid) who wish to vote by proxy may do so by returning the enclosed proxy form to SLW  P O Box 374, Weirsdale FL 32195.
Proxies must be received prior to the meeting on February 20, 2005.

RENEE GOLDMAN:   

Renee was appointed by the Board of Directors to fill the remaining term of board member Hank Prominski.  Renee and her husband Ben are now retired and living on the lake full time.  She and Ben owned and operated the family business, Goldman Appliances for many years.  Their children are the fourth generation to run the Goldman business.  Renee and Ben also have three beautiful grand children.  Renee is extremely concerned about safety on the lake, especially the operators of Jet Ski’s and boats that do not show  concern for others using the lake in a safe manner.   

JANE SANDS:
Jane and her husband Russell have been permanent residents on Lake Weir since 1989.  Jane retired from teaching Biology at Forest High School in 1989.  She has been active in Save Lake Weir since her retirement, having served on the Board for several terms.  Jane is presently serving as Vice President and had previously served as our President.  She is concerned about the plans to develop Carney Island and other issues on the lake.  

PHYLLIS SHARPE:

Phyllis has served on the Board of Director for the past four years and has been the board’s secretary since 2002.  She and her husband Dr John Sharpe have three grand children and live on the north shore of Lake Weir.  Phyllis is a bird watcher,  musician, and greatly concerned that lake users should take individual responsibilities to keep our lake clean.
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Recognition of Board Members:
Lou Tremblay –  Little Lake Weir (President) – 2006    

Jane Sands – At-Large (Vice President) - 2005

Phyllis Sharpe – Ocklawaha (Secretary) - 2005

Cliff Forrester – Sunset Harbor (Treasure) - 2007

Ann Anderson – At-Large (Past President) – 2006

Bob Kerley – At-Large – 2006

Renee Goldman – Weirsdale – 2005

Bill Kernan – East Lake Weir - 2007

Vic Knoblock – At-Large -  2007                                                                                                                                                       

BOATING SAFETY COURSE – 8TH ANNUAL
Save Lake Weir Association will again sponsor a boating safety course with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.  Anyone born after 1980 is required by Florida Law to have passed the Florida Boating and Safety course in order to operate a personal water craft or any boat with a motor over 10 h.p.  The minimum age is 14 years if the watercraft is privately owned and 16 years, if rented.  The safety course will be held at the Lake Weir Kiwanis Club, Legions Beach facility, on April 30th.    This year we will have Mike Manisterski who is seeking his Eagle Scout badge  coordinate the total program.  The Class is  April 30, 2005 between the hours of 8:00a.m. to 12:00 noon.   Snacks and drinks will be available throughout the class with lunch being served at 12:15p.m.  Family members are encouraged to attend along with their children and can also stay for the lunch meal.  This safety course is for any person young or old.  PLEASE CONTACT ANN ANDERSON AT 288-2337 OR PHYLLIS SHARPE AT 288-8694 TO MAKE YOUR  RESERVATIONS.

CANAL CLEANING PROJECT:
The canal between Little Lake Weir and Big Lake is going to be cleaned.  The Plan is to create a 40 foot wide clear channel by harvesting and removing all vegetation beneath the water line.  Update on the status of the canal cleaning will be discussed at the annual meeting .

CARNEY ISLAND MASTER PLAN:

The latest status on Carney Island update at annual meeting.

FISHING REPORT:

Our last unofficial survey (word from those who fish the lake) that they are catching some nice specks in deep water with live minnows.  Bass fishing has been slow. 

STREAMLINES PUBLICATION:
For those of you that may not recognize this title, Streamlines is the name of the publication that is published quarterly by the St Johns Water Management District.  This publication covers a broad spectrum of subjects of interest to those of us who live in central Florida.  The best part of this story is that it is “free”.  To subscribe write to “Streamlines”, St. Johns Water Management District, P O Box 1429, Palatka FL 32178-1429. 

LAKEWATCH:

HELP IS NEEDED FOR A DATA COLLECTOR.

 Lakewatch which is a part of IFAS at the University of Florida under Dr. Canfield has been collecting data, which includes nitrates, phosphates and turbidity, on Lake Weir for a number of years.  They are in desperate need of someone with a boat on Big Lake Weir to collect date once a month.  It will take approximately two hours per month to take samples for the university.  Dr Canfield will sent down a trainer to train you and furnish the necessary equipment.  Contact Claude Brown at 1-800-525-3928.  Thank you for joining the rest of the collector team on Lake Weir.  
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MINIMUM FLOWS AND LEVELS:

MFLs are the minimum water levels and /or flows adopted by the District Governing Board as necessary to prevent significant harm to the water resources or ecology of an area resulting from water withdrawals permitted by the District.  MFLs define how often and for how long high, average and low water levels and/or flows should occur to prevent significant harm.  MFLs apply to decisions affecting permit applications, declarations of water shortages and assessments of water supply sources.  MFLs are determined based on evaluations of topography, soils and vegetation data collected within plant communities and other pertinent information associated with the water resource.  MFLs take into account the ability of wetlands and aquatic communities to adjust to changes in hydrologic conditions.  MFLs allow for an acceptable level of change to occur.  When use of water resources shifts the hydrologic conditions below levels defined by MFLs, significant ecological harm can occur.                                                       The minimum LOW for Lake Weir was set by the St Johns Management District at 54.9 feet above sea level.   As of  February 6, 2005 our lake was at 54.69 feet.
To learn more about our lake levels go to our web site (www.savelakeweir.com) and you can print out graphs showing how our lake level has been fluctuating.

IMPORTANT WEB SITES:

Save Lake Weir;

www.savelakeweir.com
e-mail savelakeweir@aol.com
St John’s Water Management District;

www.sjrwmd.com
dsimpson@sjrwmd.com (subscription undates)

Lakewatch;

http://lakewatch.ifas.ufl.edu/
e-mail lakewat@ufl.edu

\

SAVE LAKE WEIR  B-B-Q

If you did not make it to the Save Lake Weir B-B-Q that was held at Kiwanis Beach Park on Sunday October 3, 2004, you missed some great food and good times spent with fellow members and guest.  No business was conducted during the day only food and fun.  Maybe we can make this an annual event?

Your board members put out some great Ribs, Chicken, Cole slaw, Drinks and Ann’s delicious Banana pudding .
Ann Anderson & crew will again be feeding us at the annual meeting.

HOPE TO SEE EVERYONE AT THE ANNUAL MEETING…………

